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Preached at the Church of St. Bridget, on Ea- 
fter-Tueſday, being the firſt of April, 1684. 


Before the Right Honourable 


Sir Henry Tulle, | 
|\Lord MAYOR 


Of LONDON, 
And the Honourable Court of 


ALDERMEN, 


Together with theGOVERNORS of the 
Hoſpitals, upon the Subjeft of Alms-giving. 


By George Hickes, D. D. Dean of Worceſter, and | | 
Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majeſty. | | 


|LONDON, Printed for W. Kett:ilby, at the Biſhops- Head in St. 
PaxPs Church-yard, and R. Kertlewell, at the Hand and Scepter 
_ in Fleet-Street, 1684. 
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To the Right Honourable Sir 
- Henry Uo Lord Mayor of Lon- 

dm, and to the Honourable 
_ - Court of Aldermen. 


My Lord, 
Here preſent your Lordſbip with © 
my Sermon; which you heard with + 
þ much Candour, and muſs - profeſs 
BSE. 2, / £4 of this opportunity to 
reflifie the Reſpetts , which 1 have for 
your ſelf, and the Honourable Court of 
Aldermen, among whom there 1s not one 
Man, who hath wot fanalized. his Loye 
filty wn the laze diftingwſbing times ; when 
the! Common=-wealth Party fry 

lng for Empire with the Monarchy, 
ergngrd al Loyal Men to fben. then 
elves. to be ſo; and among thaſe great, 
an publick Spirits, who durſt ſtand up 
wi A 3 for 


The Dedication. 
for the Government, when a powerful 
and daring Faftion durſt oppoſe 1t, your 
Lyrdſbip was one of the moſs Eminent, 
for which His Majeſty, : wilhng:'to de 
clare His Royal Eſicem for you, bath 
committed unto your AGREES the 
Government of this City, which 75 ver= 
tually the Government =.HE whole King= 
dom ; becauſe, as London 1s well, : or 
1 Governed, -(o will all the Country 
be. L 


If the Gmvernours of the City bagt 
down Schiſme , and Fa#tion, and keep 
the Citizens 2m Peace, and Order, .: the 
Magiſtrates of all other Towns will, be 
able and milling to do the ſame ; but af 
at any time they openly countenance Fa= 
Fious and Sthiſmatical Spirits, . of. un= 
derhand come at them, Fattuon ,", and 
Schiſme will preſently grow. tao: ſtrong for 
the Magiſtrates mn the Country « Tonns. 
This, my Lord, bath, been, found 7rae, 
by the experience . of many. years," 11 :p0 3s 

 Lbal 


The Dedieation. 

that the Lord Mayor, and Aldermen of 
London, are mm effe# the Governours 
of all other Cities, and Corporations, 
who mill obey, or diſobey their Magiſtrates 
zn the ſame meaſure and proportion, as 
you will let the Citizens obey, or diſobey 
08, 
n The Kong therefore, my Lord, hath 
done you a very ſignal Honour, 1 commit= 
ting (o Comprebenſrve a Truſt unto you, 
the good, or ill management whereof wall 
make him eaſie, or _ in his Govern= 
ment, and the Nation happy, or unhappy; 
and as you, and your Loyal Brethren of 
the Bench, bave in-all things atted ſuita= 
bly to the Greatneſs of this Truſt, which h1s 
Majeſty repoſes im you: So, 1t 1s my 
hearty Prayer, among other Loyal Sub= 
jetts, to God, that this City may never 
want ſuch a Lord Mayor, and ſuch a 
Court of Aldermen, all of one Principle 
of Loyalty, and all hearty Lovers of thetr 
King, and the Churcd. W 

Ve 


T he. Dedication. - 


CIS 


We already feel '#ht happy Efens of. 
having ſuch Loyal Gooernour's ever us, and 
if God in mercy pleaſe to continue the 
Blefſmg unto 13, 68 | ſball\ within-.4' fea 
years fer fuch bappy 09s, #5 nr | Anre= 
finrs aid, before the decetoable multitude 
were led into the Gain-ſaying of Corah, 
and taught to ſet up private Temples, and 
private Altars, in oppoſition to the Church. 
God grant that we may fo walk, as tt de 
ferve the continitance of ſuch a Bleſſing, 


mhich 1s the daily Prayer of 
_ Lord/bips, 

Moſt Obedient Servant, 

George Hickes. 
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| Heb. XIII. 16. 


But to ab good, ant to communicate, forget 
not, for mith- ſuch ſacrifices God 1s well 
pleaſed. 


HE Primitive Chriſtians, living in a ſtate 
13> of Perſecution, had no other way to re- 

'. lieve their poor Brethren, but by tranſient 
Beneficence and Conrributions,not daring 
We. as yet to found Hoſpitals,or ere& Banksof 
ſtanding,and publick Charity for them , leſt they ſhould 
be ſeized, or eſcheat to the Higher Powers, if they came 
to be diſcovered; and this is the true reaſon, why at 
firſt they had all thingsin common, and. why, all along 
the New Teſtament, and much longer, we never read 
of Building, or Endowing Houſes of Charity, but on- 
ly of Colledtions, and Contributions: So that if a man 
had a mind to trifle, as the Congregational Writers do - 
in arguing againſt -National Churches, we might ask 
you Where are Hoſpitals commanded in the Scriptures?Shew 
us au Example of any one man in the new Teſtament, 
that builded an Hoſpital, a School, or a College 2 No! 
theſe are but Flumane Inventions, mere oftentations of Cha- 
rity, and devices of Satan to make men truſt in good works, 
But the Goſpel way- of ſupplying the wants of the - Poor, 
which is of Gods own Tuſtitution, is by giving, diſtribu- 
ting , and making Colleflions, as it is * written, Nowas + ,+,, 6 


concerning the Collettion for the Saints, do ye, as IT 1,2. 
| B have 


[2] 


have given order to. the Churches of Galatia, let every 
one of you, the firft day of the week, at the publick Aſs 
ſembly lay by fomething in ſtore for the Colleftion, as 
God hath proſpered him, that there be . uo need of ga«-- 
thering, when I come, and then I will ſend your libera- 
lity to Jeruſalem, by whomſoeuer you ſha approve. So 
+ 1 Tin.6. ſaith the Apoſtle to 7emorhy. * Charge theſe who are rheb, 
od that they be ready togive, and glad to diſtribute, and, in 
my Text, to do good, and communicate, forget mot, for 
with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, _ 
This indeed was the Primitive, and only way of 
Charity, while the Church was in the Wilderneſs ; 
but when, after many Sufterings and mach Paſſjve 
Obedience, ſhe was ſetled, as it were, in the Holy Land, 
under the prote&tion of Chriſtian -Ertiperors 
and Kings, ſhe then let her light ſhine before men 
in ſtanding and viſible works of Charity ; proceed- 
ing to Erect Buildings of publick uſe, and for the 
publick benefit ; infomuch that 7/ian, the Apoſtate 
Emperor, exhorted his Pagan Subjects, in imitation 
| - of the QOliriſtians, to build 
- a. 16m £5 as pak yaa =_ Mae and pay and 
Po alods, nat 55 Hog Houſes for reception of indigent _ 
ee EN St, danwed JD" Travellers, together with Mone- 
pe Enpoirate 2ote H5G 2% 1 ſteries for Contemplative,and Re- 
nyett. p, 102. Edit. par. 1630, _ | | 
ligious Perſons of both Sexes, 
thinking that the doing of thefe good Works would bring 
Paganiſme into as much Credit among the Chriſt;- 
ans, as it had done Chriſtianity among the Pagans, 
* Ep. 49. * Appoint (faith he unto Arcafins Chief Prieſt of Gala- 
tia \ Hoſpitals for poor Travellers in every City, for 


it is a great diſhonour to us, that when none of the 
Jews go about begging, and 'the impious Galileans 
maintain not only their own, but ours too, our Poor ſhoull 


only be negleted, and left naked, and helpleſs by us. 


So 
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So advantageous, even by the Confeſſion of its moſt 
malitious Eneqay, were ſtanding and conſpicuons works 
of Charity to the growth, and advancement of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; and therefore taking this, and all 
other Scripture Exhortations unto Chriſtian beneficence 
and liberality, to extend to ſtanding and permanent, as 
welt as tranſient good works, I thall diſcourſe upon 
the words in the following Method. 

Firſt, 7 wz/! ſhew, that doing of Alms-deeds is a Duty 
incumbent upon all men, who are able to do them, aud that 
we are moſt earneſtly exhorted unto it by God in his Fo- 
ly Word. 

Secondly, That the performance of this Duty is highly 
pleaſing, and acceptable unto God, and very beneficial un- 
to Men. | 

Thirdly, That the Charitable man, who performeth this 
Daty; ſhail notwithſtanding have enough, and that his 
Charity ſhall never bring Him or his Children into want. 

Laſtly, 7 ſhall make a brief Exhortatien to the perfor- 
mance of this Duty, and ſo conclude, | 

T. Firſt, I will ſhew, that doing of Alms-deeds is 3 
Duty incumbent upon all Men, who are able to do 
them, as Heathen Writers univerſally acknowledge, 
the Latins in calling Charity Humanity, and the Greeks 
Philanthropy,or the lave of Men. For every Mangas * Julian * Julian 
obſerves upon this Subje&t, xe} nor, 1a? duars whether be 142" 
will or uo, is g*in to all Maukind. For (faith he) whe- 
ther we are all deſcended of oye Man, or one Woman:; as 

ſome (meaning the Fews and Chriſtians) ſay ; or whether 
the Gods Created many Men and Women together, in the 
beginning of the World; or whether they produced them 
any other way ; it is certain, we all partake of the ſame 
Common Natere, aud derive our Original from the Gods, 
and therefore have one Common Tye of Natare to be kind to 


eye another, and Religious towards the Gods. 
: B 2 And 


i I OE —enmatm—_ 


[4] 


And truly, as there is ſomething in Humane Nature, 
which prompts Men to be Religious: So, there is 
ſomething in it likewiſe, that prompts them, to be 
Charitable, and I think the difterence of Men from 
Beaſts, and the Excellency of our Nature above theirs, 
appears in nothing ſo much, as in theſe two inclina- 
tions of being Religious' towards God, and Kindly-af- 
te&ted towards Men. £7 
For every man is of the blood of every other, we 
have all one common alliance, not only in the parti- 
cipation of the ſame” common Nature, ' as the Grecz- 
2/#7z Apoſtate obſerves, but in the derivation of it from 
the ſame common Parents, and by his favour, it 
makes every man more willing to acknowledg ano- 
ther for his Brother, and perform the Offices of Hu- 
manity more indifferently towards all Men, when he 
ſhall conſider, that all Mankind were once equal in 
the loins of Adam, and that, as St. Paul taught the 
Athenians, God, who made the World, made of one blood 
all Nations of Men, ; 
This Conſideration; that all men have the fame com- 
mon Nature, and Parentage, and have derived it in 
| all Countrys from the fame common Stock, founds 
| . the firſt Obligation to Charity or Humanity ; arid 
| + -... Upon this account only, the Moraliſts afſert Man to be 
_ AT Law qvou xuvornxdy, a Creature communicative by Na- 
4/74" ture, and call want of Charity by the reproachful Name 
of Tnhumanity, as being a Vice which turns a man, like 
| Nebuchadnezzar,into a Beaſt ; 7 
ny — The Holy Scripture alſo lays the firſt Foundation 
| | of Charity in the Community of humane Nature, e- 
| very man being bound to relieve the neceſlities of ano-: 
' ther, as he 15 a Brother of the ſame Nature, and Paren=- 
J! tage with himſelf, Thus faith the Prophet Zazah. 
1 Is not this the faſt, which 7 have choſen, to deal thy bread 
| 70 
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"20 the hungry, to bring, the. poor, that are caſt:out, to thy 
houſe, to 'cover the. naked when thou'ſeeſt him, and that 
thou hide not thy ſelf from'thy OWN FLESH. 

- According to this general 'obligation' to humanity 
upon the account: of humane Nature, our: Bleſſed 
Lord,. in the Parable of the Man: who. tell among 
Thieves, enlarged -the Signification of the word Neigh» 
bour to take- in all Mankind ; and in this general E- 
vangelical Senſe of it, the” Apoſtle ſaid-unto the Corin- 
thians, Love worketh no ill to his Neighbour, therefore: love 
zs the fulfilling of the Law. And, .Owe no man any thing, 
but the debt of mutual love, which can never be paid, 
for love is the fulfilling of the Law. And in another place 
he faith, 4s we have opportunity let us: do good unto all 
men, even unto. our Enemies, as is written in Exod. 23. 
y4 thou meet thine Enemies Oxe or Aſs going aſtray, thon 

alt ſurely bring him back to him again; gd if thou. ſee 
the Aſs of him that hateth thee, lying wed» his burden, 
thou ſhalt leave thy buſineſs, and come; and help, him. For 
the Common Duties of Humanity cannot be: cancel- 
led by the greateſt Injuries, and Hoſtilities, but when 
my Enemy is in want and miſery, I: muſt remember, 
that he is my Brother, and, upon the! account, of 
common Kindred and Relation, fulfill the Precept of 
our Saviour, who ſaid, Love your Enemies,and do good to- 
them that hate you ; and of the Apoſtle, who Paraphraſed 
that Precept of his Lord in theſe words, f thine Enemy 
hunger, feed him ; and if he thirſt, give him drink, for in jo 
doing, thou ſhalt heap coles of fire upon his head. 

So faith * Fulian, like a true Plagiary,concealing from « ;; ,... 
whence he had his lovely Notions upon this ' Subje&, 
We ought to be beneficent to all men, and tho more efpe- 

- cially to, the good, yet we muſt relieve, the neceſſities of 

_all indigent Perſons whatſoever, nay, T will ſay one thing 
more, which will ſeem a Paradox to-you; that it is a = 

: holy 


_ + l 


Joly thing and pleaſing to the Gods, to clothe your naked 
and feed your hungry Enemies ; nay, Humanity will 
not let us forget the wicked Malefatiors in Priſon, 
becauſe, in theſe caſes, we give our Charity to the men, 
and not to their evil manners, aud jins. 

So great a Duty is incumbent on us, on the 
eommon account of our Nature and Original, fo 
that what the Apoſtle faid of the Duty. of Hus- 
bands to their Wives, may be faid with little vari- 
ation upon the Subje&t of Charity: So oaght men to 
love the Poor, as their own bedies, he that loveth the 
poor, loveth himſelf, and no man ever yet hated his 
own fleſh, but nouriſheth aud cheriſheth jt ; and there- 
fore the Rich ought to nouriſh and cheriſh the Poor, 
as their Brethren, as fleſh of their fleſh, and bone 
of their bone. | 

But beſideg this obligation to the duty of Alms- 
giving, upon the common ſcore of our Nature and 

riginal, there is another, reſulting from this Conſi- 
deration, that the Poor are Members in all places of 
the ſame Societies with the Rich. For the Rich arc 
repreſented in the Prophetical Writings by Mountazns, 
and the Poor and Indigent by Yalleys; and, 
8s Philoſophers obſerve, that Mountains can nei- 
ther be, nor be conceived without Valleys. So the 
Rich in this World ean neither be, nor be conceived 
without the Poor. For Rich and Poor are Relative 
terms, and no man is properly either, but in com- 
pariſon to another, to whom he is unequal in Eftace, 
For if all men were equal in their Eſtaces, there 
would be neither Poverty, nor Riches, but one uni- 
form ſtate of Temporal things in all places; juſt as 
# the Valleys were raiſed as high as the: Hills, or 
the Hills levelled with the Valleys, there would' be 
nothing, but one uniform plancallover the World. 

| But 


| + $ 2 
But chis Civil Equality is -morally impoglible,. be- 
cauſe no Common-weal, jittle or great, can fubſiſt 
without Poor. They are aeceſQyry for the eſtabliſh- 
meat of Superiorisy, and Subjection in Humane So- 
cieties, where there muſt bs Members of Diſhonour, 
as well as Honour, and ſome to ferve and obey, 
as well as others to command. The Poor arc the 
Hands and. Feet of the Body Politick, the Gibeonites 
and Nethinims in all Countries, who hew the Wood, 
and draw the Water of the Rich. They Plow our 
Laads, and dig our Quarries, and cleanſe our Streets, 
nay, thoſe, who fight our battelsin the defence of their 
Country, are the poor Souldzers, who, as the Legions 
of Ble/us once complained in a Mutiny, ſell their lives 
* for ſeven pencea day. As there muſt be Rich to * Denis in 
be, like the Centurion 1n the Goſpel, in Authority: 46%: 
io there awaſt be Poor, to whom they may lay, Go corpus efti- 
wnto one, and he goeth , aud to another, come , and "0 1 
he cometh ; but were all equally Rich, there could np ms 
be no ſubordination, none to command, nor none. to 
ſerve. But in ſuch a cafe, the body Politick muſt 
diſſolve, as the Natural body was like to do in the 
| Fable of Agripta, whien the reſt of the Members 
would work no longer for the Belly, which, they 
thought, did nothing at all. 
| Wherefore the Poor being as neceſlary for the 
Rich, as the Rich are for the Poor; the common 
Law of Equity, received among all Mankind, obligeth 
us to do unto them, as, if Fortune or the hand of Provi- 
dence ſhould turn the Wheel, we would have them do 
unto us. There could be nothing more unjuſt, nothing 
more againſt the Law, and the Prophets ; aay nothing 
more Inhamane and Barbarous, thaa not to relieve their 
necellities; and, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks , Ze? our abun- 
dance be a ſupply to their wants ; for they are not _ 
| y 
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1y our Brethren, but our fellow Members of: the-fame 


* Deut.15. 


body Politick, and ſuch ought to'be' the mutual com- 
paſſion of the Membfs, that, if one Member ſuffer, all 
the Members ſuffer with it. Wherefore, ſaith * God unto 
the Fews, 'Thou ſhalt not harden thine Heart, nor ſhat 
thine Fland from thy poor Brother ; (thou ſhalt ſurely 


"give unto him, and thine heart ſhall not be - grieved, when 


thou giveſt anto-him ; and for this thing 'the Lord ſhall 
Bleſs thee in all thy works, and in all that thou putteſt 
thine hand unto, for the Poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the 
Land. Therefore I command thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open 
thine hand witle unto the poor and needy Brother in t 
Land. | | 
This ſuggeſts unto me the Third conſideration, up- 
-on which it becomes the Duty of the Rich to be liberal 
to the Poor, out of gratitude to God, who hath put the 
difterence between them, and as Zannah faith in Samuel, 
hath made the Rich and the Poor. For as the Body is 
ot all one member, but many: So it is God, that hath 
ſet the' Members, (faith the Apoſtle) every. one'of ' them 
in the body, as it hath pleaſed him. It thou'art a-Rich 
and Honourable Member, it is he, that made thee fo, if 
thou haſt much Treaſure and large Poſſeſſions, they 
came by his ſpecial Blefſing, who expects, that all and 
every Man, whom he. hath made Rich, ſhould make be- 
coming returns of their. thankfulneſs 'to himin-their 
Gifts and Offerings to the Poor. ' 
He is Lord Paramount of everyRich mans Eſtate,and eve- 


ry Landed Man holds of him in Chief, as it is written, The 


Earth is theLords,and the fulneſs.thereof,and theCattel that 
are upon a thouſand Hills, He hath-made abundant Proviſion 
for all Men, but becauſe'it is not'confſiltent withthe Being, 
and Well-being of humane PPolities, that he'iſhould deal 
his Bleſſings to all alike, therefore his Wiſdoni obligeth 
him-to diſtribute them in- very different proportions, 

| | Like 
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Like the: Noble Man inthe Parable, to ſome 'he"gives' 
ten, and to others'five times as'muches he gives to. ano- 
ther ; but'then to thoſe, upon whom he beſtow's more 
than is ſufficient, he gives it, not for their own fakes, 
but for the ſake of the Poor, who ought to be maintai- 
ned by them. As a Prince or Great Man, going into a 
far Country, puts his Purſe iato. his Stewards hands, 
not altopether for his own ſake, but becauſe to do ſo 
1s necefſary for the good Government of his Famil y, 
that the reſt, depending for their maintenance upon 
him, might be more ſubje&, and fubſervient to him. 
But, and if that Steward ſhall ſay 'in has heart, my Lard 
delayeth bis coming, and will not give his fellow Servants 
their meat -in due ſeaſon, the Lord of that Steward fhall 
come in a day, when he looketh not for him, and cut him 
aſunder, becauſe he was 2 Traytor to his Truft. 

In like manner the Rich are Gods Stewards for the 
Poor, he laies up their Mamtenance in their 'T reafurits 
becauſe he would have them depend upon them, an 
ſerve them ; but then, as St. Paul ſaid of Maſters, 7: 
is thetr Duty to give unto them that which is juſt, and 
equal; as knowing that they have a Lord. and Maſter in 
Heavev, Andas King Henry the Third did EnaQ, by 
the 4h. Chap, of the Statute of Merton, That the Peers 
and Great Men of this Land ſhould allow their Inferior 
Tenants ſufficient common Paſture for their ule : So, 
God, the King of Kings, and Supreme Lord of all the 
Earth, hath Ordaimed, That the Great and Rich in. all 
places ſhould provide, and allow what is. ſufficient for 
the uſe and maintenance of the Inferior, and Poorcr 
ſort. Hence it comes to. paſs, that we meet . with, {0 
many Admonitions and carneſt Exhortations , to_ thus 
great Duty of CREnY, in the 'Holy Seriptures, aod - 0- 
ther Moral Writings, as, hot to repeat thoſe I. have ak 
ready had occafion'to — our Bleſſed Lord we 
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made univerſal Charity one of the greateſt Duties of 


the Chriſtian eg : ſaying, 6rve to every man, that 
asketh of thee,. and if you do good only to them, who do 
good unto you, what thank bave you, for Sinners alſo do the 
ſame, and if you lend only to them, of whom you hope to 
receive, what thank have you, for Sinners alſo lend to: Sin- 
ers to receive as much again, but love ye your Enemies, 
and do good to all, and lend to thoſe from: whom you can 
hope for nothing again, and be merciful, as. your heavenly 
Fathtr is merciful, who is kind unto the unthankful, and 
maketh his Sun to riſe on the evil, and on the good, and 


ſendeth his Rain on the juſt, and unjuſt. 


: " 


| Nay, he makes the beſt improvement. of Riches. toy 


conſiſt in the Charitable uſe of them in that Parabolical- 
ſaying, Make ye Friends of the vain tranſitory Mammon,(tor 
that is the meaning of the place)zhar when you ſhall fail, they 


may receive you into Everlaſting Habitations. 0 Luke 12.. 
33: Sell that you have, and.give Alms, provide your ſelf- 


Bags, which wax not old, a Treaſure in the Heavens, that 
faileth not, where no theif approacheth, nor moth corrup- 
teth, Nay, he hath' ſo eſpouſed the cauſe of the. Poor, 
as to declare, that what we dounto Them, he will rake 
it as done. tinto his own Perſon, as it is written, Yerily 
I ſay unto you, in as much as ye did it unto one of theſe my 
hungry, ſick, and naked Members, you did it-vato me. 
Hence 1t comes to paſs, that. we read ſo much of 


Collections, and Miniſtring to, the Saints, .in the New - 
Teſtament ; when the Rich Chriſtians reſerving tothem-- 


ſelves only Food and” Rayment,.were therewith content. 


Charity to Men was then the only Teſt of Love unto- 


God, according to what St. Foha faith, Ze that loverh 


not his Brother, whom he hath ſeen, how can. be love God, 
whom he hath not ſeen? and whoſoever hath the goods of 
this World, and ſhutteth up the bowels of his compaſſonfrom 
bis Brother, whom he ſees.in need, how dwelleth the Jove of. 


Ged in him? . © ” II, 


mel 

' IT. Having now fſhewed, that doing of Almes- 
feeds is a Duty incumbent upon all men, that have 
wherewith to do them, I proceed in the Second place 
£0 ſhew, That the performance: of this Duty is high- 
ly acceptable unto God, and beneficial unto Men. 
The firit is, the very Motiveby which the Apoſtle ex- 
horts us unto Beneficence in'my. Text, Zo dogood, and to 
communicate, forget not, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is wel 
pleaſed. It is plain from henee, that God accepts of 
what we do for the Poor, 2s done unto Himſelf, and 
that_.our Almes under. the. Goſpel have'the Nature of 
Offerings and : Sacrifices ,''' with which God was 
pleaſed, and rendered propitious under the Law. | 

The Apoſtle expreſles - the acceptable Nature of 
Alms-giving yet- more Emphatically in Phi. 4. 18. 


Where he faith unto them, 7 am full - the good things, 
di 


which I received from .you by Epaphroditus, as ax offer- 
ing of a' ſweet ſmelling odour, a ſacrifice acceptable, and 
pleaſing unto God, .- 

This-Phraſe of a ſweet ſmelling odour, is purely 
.Sacrificial; and taken: from the Old Teſtament, where 
God is ſ#id to have ſmelled in 'the Sacrifices, and to 
have ſmelled a ſweet Savour in the Offerings, and Sa- 
crifices, which he accepted, as in Gey. 18. 21. When 


' Neah offered burnt: Offerings upon the Altar, which 


he. builded, after he came out of the Ark, the Text 
faith, that the Lord ſmelled a ſweet Savour. And in 
Eph, 5.2, the Apoſtle in alluſion to that place, ' faith, 


that Chrift- gave himſeff a Sacrifice , an offering to God 
for a ſweet ſmelling Savour. 


1 would, not. he: ſo miſunderſtood by this remark, 
as it I thought. Alms-giving were an offering of the 
fame Nature, -and Value; as:the offering of Chriſt, far 
be that from - me, but. only ro let you ſee, how high- 
ly acceptable it muſt: _ be to God, when this - 

Ln" 5 ly 
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ly Spirit expreſſes, the [acceptable Nature. -of it,; by 
thi Line arnicial term, by which--he-fets forth the ac- 
 ceptance ofthe Sacrifice of Chriſt. And as ſweet odours 
:rfume_other things, -and make them delightful to 
Fe femell : ſo. the ſweet, adqur-of our: Alms pertfurnes 
our very , Prayers, and-makes them: more acceptable 
unto God, Prayer (faith the Angeliunto 7obins) 75 good 
with Almes, and it is better to give Almes than rolay 
#p Gold ; .and, ſaith the Angel unto Corxelius, who 
gave much Almes unto the People ; Thy Prayers, and 
thine Almes are come K's for: a memorial efore God. 
4c, And froim hence. St. Cyprian con- 
cludes, that our Prayers , whe- 
* 0ftendit orationes noftras, as jejunia ther in D tions or Petiti- 
minus poſſe, #f eltemoſjnis adjuventur, de» ons,” are of little: force, and effi- 
ing ey Fong Rr agabde Fake \ CACYs without the Joint aſli- 
Uri 9 wei Oneſoiy © Aance of Almes. = 
avbag hey gay+ aa .id@oqgtor tic," obſerved before, how our 
- ITS Oy Lord looks upon doing of Almes, 
as done unto himſelf, and there- 
. fore ſince the doing of- them is 
fo very. acceptable to God, and opens: his Ears unto 
our Prayers, it muſt needs in the end redound ve- 
ry much, to the benefit and advantage of men. 

Thus faith the Lord in Dent. 15. Thou ſhalt ſure- 
ly give wnto thy poor. Brother, and let wot "thy- heart be 
grieved, when thou giveſt \uito him, becauſe that for 
#his thing the Lord ſhall Bleſs. thee te all thy works, 
and in all that thou patteft thine hand unto. So faith 
the Prophet-7aah, If thou draw out thy ſoul unto the 
hungry, and. ſatisfy the ,offiifted Soul, then ſhall thy hight 
riſe in ob 76's and. thy darkneſs be:av the wwon Hay, and 

e Lord ſhall be thy rewdrd, and geide thet' continually 3 
and ſatisfy thy Joul in drought, and make fat thy bones, 
and thou ſhalt be like a watered Garden, and like Dn” 

whoſe 
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whoſe waters never fail. So faith the Plalmiſt, Blfzd 
is he that confidereth the Poor, the Lord will deliver him in 
time of trouble, Andin the 37thP/a/myhe confirms this Do- 
Arine by the Obſervation,and Experience of many years. 
Thave been young (ſaith he) but now am old,yet T have never 
feen the Righteons, i. e. the Charitable, max forſaken, nor 
tas ſeed begging bread, he is ever merciful and lendeth, 
and his. Poſterity is bleſſed. © So Prov. 19.17. He that 
hath pity upon the Poor, lendeth unto*the Lord, and that 
which he hath given will he pay him again. And in the 
Third Chapter he faith, ZZonowr the Lord with thy ſub- 
Bance, and with the firſt Fruits of thine increaſe, Jo ſhall 
thy Barns be filled with plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt 
our with new wine. , | 
To this purpoſe ſpeaketh 704it to his Son” Tobias in 
the 47h. Ch. Give Alms of thy ſubſtance, and when tha 
giveſt Almes, let not thine Eye be envious, neither turn 
thy Pace from the Poor, and the Face of God ſhall not be 
turned away from thee. If thou haſt abundance, give Almes 
accordingly, and if thou haſt But a little, be not afraid to 
give of that little, for ſo fhalt thou lay up a good Treaſure 
for thy ſelf agarnſt the day of neceſſity. So faith our Bleſ- 
kd Lord, Lay not up for your ſebves Treaſures upon Earth, 
where moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and where Thieves break 
through and fteal, but rather lay up for your ſebvts Trea- 
ſures in Feaven, where neither moth nor ruſt do corrupt, 
nor can Thetves break through and ſteal. By laying up 
Treaſures in Heaven, our Lord underſtands giving of 
Almes, as is plain from his Words to the young man, 
in another place of rhe , fame Goſpel. ' f thou wilt be 
perfe, go, and ſell what thou haſt, and give i. to. the 
Poor, and thou ſhalt have Treaſare in Heaven.” In this 
very Senſe it is,that the Son of Sirach ſpeaketh, Fcelef. 2.9. 
1x. Lay up thy Treaſure according to the C ommandments 
of the moſt High, and it ſhall bring thee more profit _ 
Ds t Gold; 


þ$ [14] 
Gold; ſhut up thy Almes in thy ſlore-houſes, and it ſhalt 
deliver thee _ all Aﬀtittions, it ſhall fight for thee a» 
gainſt thy Enemies, better than a mighty Shield or 


ftrong Spear. So faith the Apoſtle unto 7 imothy, Charge - 
them that are Rich in this World, that they truſt not tn 


' ancertain Riches, but in tbe living God, who giveth us all 
things richly to enjoy, and that they do good, and be rich 
in good works, ready to diſtribute, and willing to communi- 
cate, laying up in fe for themſebves a good foundation a- 
garſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on ever. 

aſt ing life. - - | f SO 

From theſe Authorities it is plain, without any further 
enumeration, how beneficial the doing of Alms-deeds 
is to Charitable perſons, both upon a Temporal and 
Spiritual - account ; Ch: rity, as the Apoſtle faith of God- 
lineſs, having the Promiſe of the life, .that now is, and 
of that, which is to come. | T4 

But - furthermore, this Doctrine will appear, by the 
rule of Contrary, from the ſevere Judgments, which 
are threatned to want of Charity, as Prov. 28. 17. He 
that giveth unto the Poor, ſhall not lack, but he that hideth 
his Eyes, ſhall have many a Curſe, Sa. Chap. 21. 13. Whe- 
ſa foppeth his Ears at the cry of the Poor, he alſo ſhall cry 
bimſelf, and ſhall not be heard. Which our Saviour in- 
culcated to the Jews in the Parable of the unjuſt Stew- 
ard, whom his Lord delivered in great anger to the 

Tormentors, becauſe he had not compaſſion on his fel- 
low Servants, as he had pity on Him. . To. this pur. 
poſe alſo ſpeaketh the Son of Srrach, Rejeft not rhe ſup- 

plication of the afflifted, neither turn away thy face from 

a Poor Man, turn not away - thine Eyes from the weed), 

avd give him "na. occafion to Curſe thee, for if be Cuiſe thee 

in the bitterneſs of his Soul, his Prayers ſhall. be heard 0 

him, that made him. Be as a Father winto the Fatherleſs, 

and inflead of an Huthand unto their Mother, ſo ſhalt thou 


be, 


[15] 
be, as the Son of the moſt High, and he ſhall love thee 
more, thanthy Mother doth. I 


| Theſe are great advantages, which are faid to.come 
nato- Men, as the Fruites of Charity, but there are 
greater things faid of it ſtill. For the Scriptures, and 
other Writings of great” Authority, and Reverence, 
ſpeak-of Charity, as if it were ſufficient to cleanſe the 
Soul, and make atonement to God for our Sins. Thus 
our Lord told the Phariſees, who were offended ar 
Him, and his Diſciples for not waſhing . before Dinner, 
that the way to cleanſe the Soul, was not to waſh 
the Body, but to give Almes of ſuch things, as they had, 
and then all things ſhould be clean unto them, And So> 
lomon faith Prov. $6. That iniquity is purged by mercy, {- 
and truth. Accordingly we read Dan.4. v. 27. That 
he ſpoke unto the King thus : Wheretore O King, - 


let my. Counſel be acceptable unto thee, and break of thy 


{ins by Righteouſneſs. i. e. by Kindneſs, and Charity, and: 
thine iniquity Ly ſhewing mercy to the Poor, if it may be- 
an healing of thy Error. To which agrees that of 7o-: 
Lit, Chap. 4. v.10. Give Almes of thy ſubſtance, becauſe 
Almes deliver from Death, and ſuffereth not to come into 
darkneſs. This is a mighty Virtue, which 1s aſcribed 
to Almes-doing, and mightily ſets forth the Dignity * 
and Worth thereof, eſpecially if we attend to that fay- 
ing of Siracides, Water will quench a flaming fire, and 
Almes maketh an atonement for ſin. Which is very agreea- 
ble to a place in Deut. where God faith, Thou ſhalt not - 


ay with the Poor Mans pledge. but thou ſhalt in any 
& 


caſe. delrver it to him, when the Sun goeth down, that ' 
he, may ſleep in his own Rayment, and :bleſs thee, and 
it - fhall be Righteouſneſs unto thee ' before the © 
Lord: thy God, According to this Dadtrine: Saint 


"—_— 
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- * Cyprian faith, That Alms-ge» 


* Fe quia feme! in baptiſmo remiſs pee- Ving is" equivalent unto Baps» 
_ Ce ee 0 8, qa tiſme, for the remiſſion of fins, 
_ Largitur———de Eleemes and that the way for men to 


| PREG obtain pardon for their daily 
ſins, is to-do: daily good works, By fins, he underſtands 


' ſins of ignorance, and error, and ſudden faurprize, 


by which the beſt men are obnoxious to: the Ju- 
ſtice of God, if he ſhould be ſevere to mark what they 
do amiſs ; and by Alms-giving, he . doth not mean the 
opus operatum, or mere external performance of the Duty, 


| but ſuch Alms-giving,as proceeds from pure Charity,and 


not from Vain-glory, or other by-ends, as it did in the 
Phariſees, who ſounded Trumpets before them in, the 
Synagogues, and in the Streets, when they gave Almes, 
that they might have glory of Men, and therefore they 
had no reward of God. -This Pharifaical humour, was, 
T believe, to be found among the Chriſtians of the- 
Church of Cor;uth, which made the Apoſtle fay unto 
them ; Though give all my goods to feed the oor, and have- 
ot charity, it profiteth me nothing. No |! ſuch Alms-gi» 
ving profiteth nothing, nor hath any title'to the promi- 
ſes of God, but Almes-giving proceeding , like pood- 
fruit, from the Divine root of Charity ,juſtifieth ſinners, 
and maketh atonement for ſins. Bo 4c | 
For Charity is a juſtifying Grace, as well as Faith, 
nay Faith owes its juſtifying Virtue to Charity, ahd- 
cannot juſtify a ſinner, by the terms of the Goſpel, 
unleſs it be ſuch a Faith, as worketh by /ove. Lot 
This is the ſecret of all the forecited Authorities, a- 
bout the atoning virtue of Charity. It is ſo divine a 
Virtue, and doth fo conform a man after the imays of: 
God, that for the fake of . it, and of the good works, - 
which proceed from it, God will accept of honeſt, hear- 


try, 


o, and ſincere, for ſinleſs, and unerring Obedience from 
che Charitable man, who is ſolikehimin the moſt ex-" 
 cellent of his Moral PerfeQions ; T'mean in his GoodneG, 
which moved him to Communicate, and let out his in- 
finite fulneſs, among an infinite variety of Creatures ; 
and which, as the Platorifts fay., is the fundamental 
Artribie,. or Root of his bleſſed Nature, and makes 
II. Having now ſhewed, that doing of Almes is a 
great Duty, and thatthedoing of them is very accepta- 
ble' to God,” and beneficial unto Men. I proceed in'the 
Third: place to'ſhew, that the Charitable” man, © who 
performerhthis Dury,ſhall notwithſtanding have enough, 
and that hisCharity ſhallnever bring hzm,or hzs into want. 
- This partly appears, from what I have obſerved before 
.. outof the Scriptures, and other Venerable Writings ; 
and-if we confu't them further, we ſhall find, that em- 
ploying our Money inCharitable uſes, is. as profitable, 
as to put it ont to »ſe. So faith Solomon, Eccl. rr. x. 
Caft thy bread upon the waters, 1,e, among the poor multi- 
tude, for thou ſhalt find it after many days. And Prov. 
It.25: The liberal ſoul ſhill be made fat, and he that 
watereth, ſhall be watered — And to this purpole 
ſpeaks our Lord and Saviour, ſaying, Give, axd it ſhall 
be given unto you, good meaſure, preſſed down, and ſhaken 
together, and running over ſhall men give into your boſom, 
for with the ſame meaſure that. you mete withal, it fhall be 
meafured to you again: So ſaith the Apoſtle to the Corin- 
thians, He that ch bountifully ſhall reap bountifully, 
for God toveth a chearful giver, and is able to make all 
grace, or charity, abound rowards you, that you, having 
all-ſufficiency always, in all things may abound to every good 
work. And God, that adminiſtreth ſeed to the Doe 
thereof, will miniſter bread to your food, and multiply 
the ſeed which you have ſown, and increaſe the fruits of 
your bounty, which cauſeth — us, whodiſpenſe 1t 
| Ns 
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aitiong, the Saints, thanrigiving unto God. So ſaith the 
Set of Sitach, Fhere 75 a gift, meaning a giſt of Brite 
ry, #hat all. not profit, "and . there is a FL meaning 
gifts of Charity, whoſe recompence is double. And in 


FFragn. 


another place he faith, Give unto the moſt High, accorg- 
ing as he hath inriched thee ; and as thou haſt gottew, give 
with a chearful eye, for the Lord recompenſeth, and will 
give thee ſeven times as much. 2 
Wherefore * Fulzay, in his Exhortation of the Pagans 
to Charity, challenges them to tell him of any one 
Man, that ever fell into want through his liberality to 
the Poor 2 Por my own part (ſaith he) whatever IT have 
given to the poor, I have ftill received it of the Gods 
with manifold intereſt, although I am one, that underfland 
wot the Art of getting money ; for, not to mention my Roy: 
al Munificence, fince I was Emperor, I aſcribe it to my Cha- 
rity, while I was a private man, that my Grandmothers in- 
heritance which had been, injuſtly "— me, fell to me, 

Becauſe out of the little pittance, I had at firſt ts live upon,. 
[ diſpenſed part unto the poor. 

The Apoſtate ſtill-kept himſelf Orthodox in this piece 

of Divinity, Having ſo much of the Chriſtian yet -re- 

maining in him, as to believe, rhat God is prompted; 
by his goodneſs to provide in a particular man- 

ner for Charitable rent; according to what he muſt 

have often read, and heard.in the Church of Nicomedia.. 
where he was a Reader, God'is not unrighteous. to. ſorget 
your good works, and the charity, which you have ſhewes* 
towards his name in mini(tring unto the $ints, 

Wherefore l:t me ſpeak unto you, as St. Cysr;.#: dic. 
upon the ſame: argument. to the People of iS Tool, 
Do' not fear that your Charity can begger you, or (tar 
you can loſe by the money, which you. lend. 70 Chriſt. apon 
we.. Ido here promiſe, and engage, not of my. ſelf; but 
wpon the faith of the holy Scriptures, and the aathority. 
oj, Gods promiſes, it cannot ; for the Holy Ghoſt hath ſaid” 
X jg of 
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by the mouth of Solomon : FJe that giveth to the poor 
Pall not lack, And, that the, Lord will not ſuffer the 
liberal ſoul to famiſh, © Ns 

Theſe Promiſes we alſo find verified by many Exam- 
ples in the Scriptures, as when God ;fed Elas in the 
Wilderneſs, by the Miniftry of a Raven; and prepared 
@ Dinner: tor Damicd-in the Lyons Den, - where that 
ſpeech of King Pavid's was literally fulfilled, when he 

faid': The Lyous do lack, and ſuffer hunger, but they who 
ſeek the Lord, ſhall want nothing that is good. So the 
Widow of Sarepta for a morſel of bread, which ſhe gave 
the Prophet, when the had not - a whole. Loaf for her 
ſelf, was ſuſtained with all her Family by a Miracle, 
The barrel of her meal never waſting, nor her cruſe of oyl 
ailing, until the famine was removed out of the Land, 

Theſe things, as the. Apoltle faith , were written for 
our Inſtriition, to ſhew ys, that God will. not falſify 
his proriſes,, but rather ' work Miracles: than let rhoix 
periſh, who, truſting to them, relieved other mens wants. 
After ſo many promiſes, and ſuch inſtances of tlis fulfil 
ling of them; 4 doubting heart (faith that Charitable 
Saint, Cyprian) would become wo man, who belongs to. the 
houſhold of faith. No! ſaith that Holy Father (* who *r :.cyr. 
ſold a great Eſtate, and gaveit to the Poor, before he was f7r For wa 
baptized) doubting thoughts in this caſe are ſacrilegjous, _ 

and to want Faith in Vis point, 'is to treat Chrift like : 
. the Phariſees, who being covetous derided him, when he 
exhorted them to make themſelves friends of the, falſe uy- 
conſtant Mammoy, and, by ſo doing, oblige God to. commit 
unto them the true, ang laſting riches. OLE 
I know, it is often obje&ed againſt this Doctrine, 
that Charitable Men, and their Children ſometimes fall 
from Plenty into Poverty, and ſuffer as much by want, 
as thoſe who hardened their hearts againſt the Paor. 
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To which I anſwer; That och Inſlafices arerare, and 
feldom-happen, but when Charitable 'Men ſuffer' with 

others in common judgments, -when, as Heathen Apo- 

logiſts for Gods Providence haye obferved, Gecd viſiting 
rar or a City, as./uch, muſt puniſh the Gosd with 
the Bad: 

2ly, Of thoſe few Inſtances, which otherwiſe may be 
brovght,it is doubtful, whether thoſe eſteemed Charita=- 
bid lanwore really ſo, or no > For as there isan Artof 
appearing Rich, or Learned, when Men are not; fo 
therels an Art of appearing Charitable ; and ofthat ſmall 
number of Men, reputed Charitable, who come-to ſuffer 
want, it may very well be preſumed, that a great part. 
of them were ſuch only,as had the Name, and Reputati- 
on of being. Charitable, without being fo indeed. 

31, Of thoſe that are really Charitable, really, 1 
mean, as to the eyes of Men , many do not, or can-- 
not give aright; and 'ſo their Charity , though it 
'be real, as to the material [performance of it, yet 
through other defeQts it is falſe, and” vitious, and not. 
that crue genuine Charity', which harh 'a right unto 
the promiſes of God. Such is_ the Charity of thoſe 
Phariſees, who give to be ſeen: of Men, and all extor-. 
ted or diſproportionable Charity, which is given too 
ſparingly, and grudgingly, and doth not ' proceed frem 
a Charitable, . Free, and Compailionate' mind.  Like- 
wiſe the Charity of thoſe, who'give Almes to cover their. 
Injuſtice, Extortion, and Oppreſſion, and'who foalifhly 
think-to ſatisfy God by their Almes-giving, before they - 
have made reſtitution unto Men. This 1s to offer un-. 
- ckan Beaſts, and unhallowed Bread upon the Altar ; to 
bring the hire of a Whore, or the price of a Dog inta the. 
' Houſe of the Lord, which are Abomination uato him ; or, 
as Malachy ſpeaks,. 70 cover the Altar. of the Lord with 
tears, with weeping, and with crying out; for ſuch offer- 


ings 
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ings are the Tears of Widaws,. and Bread of Orphans; 
'and as St. Bafil well obſerves «gm xoiavadles, they ſhall 
'Be imparted'to the groer, as if he had robbed a Man,  7he 
Sacrifice of the wicked (faith Solomon) is an abomination to 
the Lord, eſpecially when he bringeth it with a wicked 
mind ; and he that ſacrificeth of a thing wrongfully gotten, 
faith Siracides,” hs efering is ridiculous, and whoſo bring- 
eth an offering of tne goods of the poor, his offering is not 
accepted, but he doth as one, who killeth the Son before his 
Fathers eyes. Likewiſe the Charity of thoſe, who live 
in Schiſm,andCommunicate at private Altars,in oppoſiti- 
' onto the publick, is #54w 4Sopor, utterly unacceptable to 


+ *God; for where Charity is ſradine, the fruits of it will 


appear in a love of Union,and in an endeavour topreſerve 


the anity of the ſpirit,or ſpiritual union,i» the bond of peace. 
Bur the Schiſme of the Spiritual Corah, as St. * Cyprian 
' obſerves, makes hisPrayers tobe noPrayers,hisSacraments 


* Paſo in 
Tra de #- 


* no Sacraments, and his Almes by conſequence to be no »j.. Fcclef- 


Almes. * Nay, he faith, though he were a Confeffor 
* preater than So/omoy, and ſhould ſufferdeath for Chriſt, 
* yet he could not dye a Martyr, rior obtain aCtown of 


Cathal. 


© Martyrdom, if he dyed in his Schiſme, as 1t IS Writ- 


ten, Though 7 beſtow all my gods to feed the Poor, aud 
give my body to be burnt, .and have . not charity, it profe- 
teth me nothing, Hither I may alſo refer the Charity of 
thoſe, who, living in the practice of any other known 
fin, think toatone God by Alms-giving, and procure 
 aneaſier Pardon, or perhaps an Tndulgence from him þy 
their good works, Thus many do,eſpecially among the Pa- 
piſts, who, miſtaking theTexts,which ſpeak of theatoning 
virtueof Charity,run into two miſtakes, Firſt, That they 
truſt in the 9pas operatum, or bare performance of Alms- 
doing- and 2/y, That they think tobe juſtified by them 
from choſen and preſumptuous, as well.as from erroneous 
. and ſurprizing, fins, In all theſe caſes,though Charity, as 
to 


[a8] 
to the matter is Real, yet as to the manner of giving,or 
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to great want, but not by his Charity, but for want 
*of thrift, frugality, and temperance, being profuſe and 


Ou won Riches, which may oblige God in kindneſs to 

| IM. 
dition, to ſecure the Salvation of his Soul. Or elſe, Gad 
may foreſee, that if he ſhould let him dye Rich, his Chil- 
.* dren would abnſe thoſe Riches to Luxury, and Rior, 
and other ſinful Excefſes; and fo out of his tender Fa- 
therly care over. #7, and js, reduce them both to a 
or Condition, wherein tho' they have not the greater 
lefling of giving, yet they ſhall have the lefler,toreceive. 
Theſe and ſuch like Solutions are a perfe&t Anſwer 
to the former ObjeQion, and perfeAly reconcile the 
Promiſes of God to Charity, and the want, and penury, 
to which They, or their Children are ſometimes redu- 
ced, who are, or ſeem to be, Charitable Men, Where- 
fore let God and his Word be true, .and every man a 
Lyar, and let none, who confeſſeth the Name of Je- 


ſus, queſtion the Truth of ſo many Promiſes in = 
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ON and New Teflament; bur refti upon this )Prinei> 
 as's certain, 'and never failing truth, That 
the Charitable tran |} notwithſtanding | his Charity, 
ſhall always have n—_ and that God will take 
exre, that He and'His ſhalt never fuffer-by want. 
Exhortation. Having now ſhewed,that doingof Almes 
is a great Duty, and that the doing of them is very 
acceptable to God, and beneficial unto Men ; more 
eſpecially having ſhewn, that God will take care, that 
: the Charitable Man, ſhall, notwichitanding bis! Churis,- 
ty, always have erough;1 now proceed in' the: Jaſb 
place, to exhort' you to the Praftice of this Duty, and . 
if ever Exhiortations fo this Divine Duty were pros - 
per, and ſeaſonable, they are at this time in this Na+ 
tion, where Riches, and Property, by. Gods / ſpecial 
Bleſſing, are met together, but more eſpecially in-this | 
City, the Crowning, or Imperial City, whoſe Herehanss; . 
as the Prophet ſpeaks, are Princes, and whoje Traffickers 
are the Honorable of the Earth, Here it is, that Riches 
and Plenty, and therefore here it is, that Charity ought 
to Reign. The King -hath done here, what 'Sobmon dic ic} 
Feruſalem ; by his Aufpicions Reign, and Princely Care - 
for Trade, and Navigation, . he' hath made”: Sitver as 
plentiful, as Stones, not that Plate and Money is here, as - 
common as Stones, any more, than it was in :Ferwſa- - 
B lem, but, that-there is' enough of it - inthe Cheſts,:and - 
Coffers'yf the Rich; ro make it, with the: uſual kbervy . 
of ſpeaking, as comnion, as the-Stones inithe+Streets.. 
Therefore to you, who have it in fo greatabundance, | 
and ſuch ample Revenues iffuing. trom' your! Lands; or - 
Trade ; to you;:who have gotten! Rithes/ 45f Gods Bleb 
fng ; and' to you;'wlio, by Gods:tilefling/too,thave Ri- 
ches, which-.youTever-got;. to poualhwholany/ways - 
poſſeſs Eſtares'by "Gift; Inheritance, or' Purchaſe,-by - 
your. own fweat, or by rhe faveat..or your; AndeRtors, 
T1 


UMI 


= 


in the[Change, pr in the Shop, inthe Court; or-in ithe 
Carmp,on the Beneb, or at the Bar 2:ta you:all, andev; 
one of you, I indifferently, addreſs my ſelf itt the Word 
of the Son of Sirach, Grve unto the moſt 'Z7igh, . according 
as he hath inriched thee, and, as thou, haſt-1gotten, give 
with 'a cheerful mind. on 6 

- Remember, L beſeech yiou,: that, Charity 'is not an 
Arbitrary thing, which may be done, or left undone 
at: diſcretion, (as too many think) but a neceſiary du- 
ty. incumbent upon all Rich men, who have a manifold 
obligation: to make; Proviſion: for the Poor, refultiog, 
from the Common-;Nature,)and Original of - Mankind ; 
from -the' Nature of Humane Societies, whereof the 
Poor are Members with the Rich ; and from the Truſt, 
which God hath repoſed in the former, as his Stewards 
to ſupply the neceſlitics of the latter. Hence it comes 
to pak, that the word for. Char##y, and Charitable in thy 
Old Teſtament, and in the. Language, which our Lord 
ſpoke, ſignifies Righteouſneſs, and Righteous, to let us 
underſtand, that Almes-deeds isa debt, which we owe to 
God, and tothe Poor. | 

As for God, conſider what it is he requires of thee for 
his Poor; = Bullock out of thine Heard, a Shock or two 
out of thy Harveſt, a ſmall Quit-rent for the great E- 
Nate thou holdeſt of him, a little Tribute, the Tenth, 
or. Twelfth, or at leaſt the Twentieth part of all thy 
juſt Gaines, and Revenues, and this, as thou haſt heard, 
will be kindly taken of him, and oblige him to bleſs 
thee, and thine the more. 

Wherefore plead not the number. of thy Children a- 
gainſt the Duty of Charity, as the Men of this World 
are wont to do, ſay not in thy Heart to- the Poor,. as 
the Wiſe ſaid unto the Fooliſh Virgins-inthe Parable,/Ve 
have not enough for us, and you ; but rememberFob,who had 
ten Children, ſeven Sogs, and three Daughters, and es 
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his Charity was fo great, that, as we read in the2 97b- 
Chapter, Ze was a. Father to the Poor, Eyes to the 
Blind, and Feet to the Lame. And beſides his preat Ex- 
pences upon this account, as Cyprian well oblerves, in 
anſwer to this unworthy Plea, he dayly offered u 
Burnt-offerings according to the number of his Chil- 
_ dren; and therefore, if thou wouldeſt have God bleſs thy 
numerous Off-fpring, the Pledges of his Love which 
he hath given thee, oblige him to take care of them 
by thy dayly Oblations, by ſetting - ſomething aſide of 
thy dayly income for Charitable uſes, for ſuch are the 
Sacrifices under the Goſpel, and with ſach Sacrifices God 
zs well pleaſed. T1 am very confident, that one great 
eauſe of the uſual infelicities, which attend thoſe, the 
World callsGreat Fortwnes,is tobe aſcribed to the worldly- 
mindedneſs of their Progenitors, who, as they increaled 
in Wealth, did not increaſe in Charity, never conſider- 
ing, that he that hath mercy on the' Poor, honoureth his 
Maker, and he that giveth Alms, ſacrificeth praiſe. There 
#s, faith Solomon, that with-holdeth more thaw 7s meet, 
But it tendeth to Poverty : Which Idefire thoſe to con-"" 
fider,” who neither living, nor dying will ſpare one 
out of 'ten;' or twenty thouſand Pounds to  Charita- 
ble uſes from their Children, it may be but from one 
Child ;zwho by that means comes to Inherit the unſanQi- 
fied Riches of his Father without the bleſling of God. 

- "But more eſpecially, I defire' thoſe to conſider the 
great' Obligation which lies upon them to do good 
Works, ho heap up Riches,and cannot tell who ſhall gather 
thew, T 'rean't of 'to'whom God hath given great E- 
ſtates, 'and-rio Children, and amongithem, more eſpe- 
cially, fuch'as have no' reaſonable hopes of Tiſhe, have- 
ing Head bodies, as the Apoſtle faid of' 4Þrahamp and 
who perhaps are yer unteſolved, who ſhall Tnherit: af- 
ter them, Te Next of x Heir at Law, or it 
aft 47 may 
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. may be a Stranger, whom they do not yet know, as 
Teſtamentary Hleirs, ._ , one I SIC] 
God ſeems by, his ſpecial Bounty, and Providence. to 
call and invite theſe Men above all others, to give their 
Eſtates to. Charitable uſes, as to Found, or Endow Hoeſ- 
pitals for the Nurture . of expoſed Infants; or the -in- 
genuous Education of poor -Orphaas 5: 0r the Reception: 
and Cure of Sick, Maimed, or Wounded Perſons; or 
for the. Maintenance,.and Conſolation -of the Incurable 
and Aged; or for the Government of poor Lunaticks, 
and Diſtracted perſons ; or tor the Correttion of vagrant, 
ſturdy, and idle Beggars; to whom it is. an ,abuſe of 
Charity to give, becauſe, as St. Baſil obſerves in his diſ- 
courſe of Alms-giving, We ſhall miniſter by our Alms not 
to their neceſſities, but to their idleneſs, and luſts, . * 
To theſe I ought to add the EreQion of Work-hquſes, 
which are yet wanting in this great City, to compleat 
the Oceconomy of her Hoſpitals: And becauſe there 
are diflerent inclinations among Charitable Men to'dif- 
ferent ſorts of Charity, give me leave. to recommend 
into you the endowment of poor Vicariges, and Erect, 
ing of Hoſpitals for Poor Clergy-mens Widows, which 
would atone God.in-a great meaſure for- the Sacriledge 
of former Ages, for. which, amongother cauſes. of, his 
>> nog I verily believe theſe three Nations do yet 
I will alfo put you in.mind of eſtabliſhing -a Found 
for Endowing of. poor Maids, wha! fayeilived © many 
years in Service, and of building Schools, . or Collages 
for the Education of roung, Womenygmuch like unq thole - 
4n the Uniyerfities, for, the Education of, young Men; 
but with ſomie alteration inthe Diſcipline, and-Mecang- 


bl »” Lo 


My, 35 the nature of fuchan Inſtitution wauld\require, 


L - Such Colleges might-bedo ardered, as:te; heeamerder 
| extity 29, your Daughters: again all the; |hazexds *a 
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which they. are expoſed at -private ' Schools, - and 
kkewiſe'a ſecurity to the Government, that the Dog 
ters .of the Land'thould be bred up according to the Re 
ligion now eſtabliſhed. in it, to the unconceivable ,ad- 
vantage of the Publick, .inroofing out Enthufaſme,.with 
her Daughters Sch/zme, both which are upheld by no- 
thing among us ſo much, as by the Women, who are 
ſo filly and deceiveable-for want of Ingenious, and Or- 
thodox Education, and not for want of Parts. Methinks 
the Rich and Honourable Ladies of the Church of Eg- 
land, the Ele Ladies of. her Apoſtolical Communion 
ſhould be Zealous to begin, and carry on ſuch a work, 
as this ; which upon more accounts, than I have mentio- 
ned, would make the Daughters of 1/ae! be glad, ard 
the. Daughters of Judah and Feruſalem rejoyce. | 
Hitherto I have ſpoken to the Rich'of the firſt, and 
ſecond Rank, not to excuſe thoſe, who have the good 
things of this World in a leſs proportion, but becauſe 
they are not of Ability todo Works of ſtanding, and 
perpetual Charity, as the others are. However. God 
excepts hisQzora of every one-of them, For the ad- 
miniſtration of 'this Service, according to what he hath, 
aud not according to what he hath not. : 
If thou cant not ſpare a Talent, thou canſt ſpare a 
Pound to a work of Charity, or if thou canſt not 
ſpare a Pound, thou canſt ſpare a Crown, or a Shilling, 
or, as the poor Widow, who ought to be mentioned 
wherever the Goſpel is preached, a Penny, or a Mite. 
If thou canſt not Found a Church, or an Houſe .of 
Charity,thou canſt Contribute tothe building, or repaix- 
ing of it; thou canſt. ſpare a Gift now and- then to,a 
-poor Houſe-keeper, or” to:, a;:poor Debrer to ſet him out 
of Priſon; or thou canſtiPreſent a poor Miniiter, who 
is a man of Parts and Piety, and yet fits privately 


mourning in his Study for want of neceſſary Books. To 
ES theſe 
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theſe good ends, and 'purpoſes, thou: "mayelt:Ered''a 
Priva Bank for Charity out of thy own: Frugality;and 
Temperance, and make thy Back, and Belly give Alms; 
if thow haſt not a mind to fer aſide a part of thy or- 
dinary Gains for good 'Works. .- But:it :thow-art Pers 
fe&, thou wilt do rhis, 'that -is to ſay, if 'thou | haſt 
render Bowels of compaſſion, asthy Saviour had; Who 
fairl, it was more blefſed to give, than to receive.” 

This is thy Dury, and if thou ſhalt do it with a chear- 
tul hearr, Bleſfed ſhalt thoa be tm the City, aud Glefſed 
ſhalt thou be in the Field. Bleſſed fhall be the: fruit of 
thy Body, the fruit of thy Ground, the fruit of thy Cartel, 
the increaſe of thy Fine, and the Flocks of thy Sheep. The 
Lord fhall command a Bleſſing upon thy. Store-houſes, make 
thee plenteons in Goods, and bleſs thee in all that thog 
fetteft thine hand unto. 

To conclude the whole: matter, Charity is the moſt 
ſpeedy, and effetual means to reconcile God to a Church, 
or Nation, as well as to a ſingle Man. Ir is a moſt 
Divihe Virtue, which will oblige-God to-dwell among 
us. and fhelter us under the Wings of his Divine Ma- 
zeſty. It will make him become unto us a Cloud by 
Day, and a Pillar of Fire by Night, it will make him 
fight our Battels, and ſcatter our Enemies, and be as a 
Wall of Braſs round about us. It will make him lengthen 
the Days of our Gracious King, and preſerve HMim a- 
gainſt all Conſpiracies. It will keep our Cities from 
Fire andPlague, ourFields from Mildews and Blaſtings, 
our Ships from Wrack, our Religion from Popery, and 
Enthufiaſme, the Government from Uſurpation, and 
our Purſes, and Eſtares- from: Arbitrary Power, 

In a- word, it will-help us all: to-an- happy, and glort 
ous Reſurrettion,, and to appear with joy, and: comfort 
at the day of Judgment,when, ſtandingat the right hand 
of our Lord, we ſhall. hear him fay uato us ; - Come 

, . Heſſed 
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Bleffed of my Father, jnberit. the kingdom prepared for © yoa, 
from the foundation of the world. For £ ao 2, 
"jou gave me meat,' I was thirſty, ' and you gave me drink, 
Twas a ſtranger, and ye took me in, ad Twas, and ye 
clothed me, 7 was fick, and you vifited me, I was in per 
and yqu came unto'me, topay-my debrs andifer> n 
All this yau did for :my fake, .to-my' Poor Members, 
whom you always tad with: you j''And in as much as 
"you did it unto them; ye: did it unto me.” © 
Thus much for the general Exhortation unto the great 
duty of Charity 4-1 ſhall-conclude it with another-more 
-particular, -which ;for your- further: Encouragement, I 
\ was defired' by the Governours/iof the: Hoſpitals to: 


read. 


A true REPORT. of the great. number F Poor Children 
and other Poor People, Maintained inthe ſeveral HOSPI-- 
T / wntler the'pious care of the LORD MATOR,, 
Commonalty, and Citizens o the City of LO ND ON, | 


the year laſt paſt. 


'Sp- — put forth. "Appientices; and diſchare);-  GbriſPs 
cd out of Chriff's Hoſpital,” the 'year laſt Hoſpital 
paſt z0T, Ten whereof being -inſtruted in the þ 
MAT HEMATICS and NAY IGATION, were. 
laced forth Apprentices toCommanders of Ships, j 
" out of the Mathematical Schiot;/ in the: ſaid: Z7ofc:| 
' pital, Founded, for the benefit of this Kingdom, by: 
_ the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty - 
'*- Children buried the year laſt paſt — I 
Children nov remaining under the Care and: 
Charge of _ faid Hoſpreal = 5 reCha 1 TH 
- They being lomany in ———_—_— t <p ; 
ing x "he ſo great,(and theHoſpital Tk | 
Loſſes by the late lamentable and rent Fire,) it is 
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ed ſeveral-good Chriſtians willfreely contribute'tawards 
the maintenance of the ſaid Children :. The certainReve- 


nue of the ſaid Hoſpital. being little more than the OY 
of the neceliary Charges thereof. _- 


Berk 5 have been Cured: in: ade Fa Toſpital ofs; 

chato- 1 Ii St. :Barthelemen, the year laſt >patt,; wh, 

mews Wounded, Sick, and Maimed Perſons, though: 

 Hoſpuzl. (as it hath pleaſed God) the greateſt pat ofthe Re: 7 179 3 

-vennes of theſaid Hoſpital was conſumed. by the | 

Jate dreadful Fire-——-— | 

! Duriechthis yeataftet:muchcharges on ks 227 
3 Perfans reniaining under Cure inthe ſaid: ——_—_ 37 


4 Thane To: have been Cured, and Diſcharged , 

—_ Nthis year. Jaſt: paſt, $71 & the: HoſpitaF of Se. a 

Thomas in :;Southwark;:\of- Wounded; Sick,.and'\ 

MiimetiPerfons, though-(as it hath'pleaſed God). | 

not only a. principal. part of their Revenue was 
conſumed in the dreadful Conflagfration in this | - 

.. City, 1666 ; but alſo the beſt of theirremaining * 147 

CJD nf burnt dowh in'the great: dif- j 


\.-\/ mal Fite:inSorluoark,.. which hippened: in May, 
1676,» wherein alfo' the Scite' of this Hoſpital-it 

ſelf was very .much darnnified, and very likely to| 
have been pr > Tor 

B yried,this year 1 afcermuch Cliarge I 
ce me :ob their Sickneſs—+ Wy.-2 232 
pnlniog ener Cas! a the Char of the | 
fag Hoſpital—— — an _ og 


Bridewel -Feeived this laſt - — Pear into.the! feat of 
Hoſpital ÞN | Bridewsl, Magrams; anchotier Cn a and "46 
* Miſerable People» > —_— 


- $4 Wick = 


TT. — x yu_—_— 


—_-_ —_— od... — —_ - 
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Maintained 'in the: ſad Holpiteh:aidbbrougfir)” | 


uy ig divers Arts. arid Trades,atthoonly: 1007 
iofithefaid Hoſpital, Mpprentices,/ ndrwithſtand- 


ing(it. pleaſed God)the Hoſpitaland all che Houſes 
.wathin'the:Precinct thereof,: (which: inirhie gram; : 


ter part of its Revenue) were wholly _ xy 
by the htedreadful £ir®, (baſes 2the: igneat 
ſuſtained.in the remams: of- is Revende by:1wo 


*terrible Fires; the onein June x 679; :4nd ihe .0- 


ther: in \Nowember: Jaft,. :3682;. (which' nai whey 
4n i Wipping—— INE} WT PIR  3%.\v8 
go or Bethlon\Hoſhitalithe aſt” \Yeary ot Boehm 
iſtracted Men and Wommttiv—c=bss 4 Hoſpital. 

Cured of their Lunacy, and diſcharged thence I es 
the ſaid year + = 

Diſtra&ted Perſons buried the laſt year —13 
my rn gg there under Cure, and Far thee 
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et, and other Relief, at the 
— of the Ns EH Hoſpital— 
The Charge whereot is great, and the Revenue of 
the ſaid Hoſpital ſo ſmall, as not toamount to one half 
part of the yearly Expences thereof; and the Building of 


_ the Old Hoſpital « of Bethlem being Ruinous, and not 


Capacious to receive and contain the great number ofDi- 
ſtrated Perſons, for the Fgmuio of whom, daily ap- 
plications are made to the rnours thereof; a 
more commodious Houſe _ EreQed ; in the 
Building -and Finiſhing whereof, the Governours 
of the ſaid Hoſpital, have laid out and disburſed 
above Seventeen Thouſand Pounds, whereby not only 
the Stock of the ſaid Hoſpital is Expended, but the Ga- 


_m—_— wry vas have PvP. eceſlitated to take m— —_— 
| which Sn rkes pay ET A RS the FE. ro 


Bavery fit Cy of all good mens CORE «+ r0 do.as 
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God ſhall enable them, towards | the: relief-of: the faid 
poor Lunaticks, 'and payment. of their Debts; \ There - 
having been, and daily are, by the Bleſſing of God; and 
the Charge of the ſaid Hoſpital, and the Care of thoſe _ 
that are intruſted therewith, divers reduced to their for- 
Theſe are the fruits of their Charity, who have gone 
before us inthe Faith ; God gzve us grace to follow thetr 
good 'Example, that with them we may be partakers of 
Eternal Glory, a Feſus Chriſt our Lord, to whons 
with the Father, the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 


woſt due, Eternal Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, and Glory, 
vow, and ever. Amen. \/ ! A cnc hy | 


/ 


